Evaluation of Multicenter Registry Data.
A registry actively documents and standardizes patient data on pre-defined questions. The term "register" emphasizes the data-holding aspect with the aim of describing epidemiological relationships and differences, supporting quality assurance and improvement, as well as clinical research. The evaluation of efficacy in the medical care routine, the monitoring of patient safety as well as economic evaluation and minimum quantity research are further tasks of registries. Patients and reporting institutions determine the quality of registries through completeness and high data validity. This must be taken into account when designing, financing and operating a registry. The analysis of potentially confounding or effect modifying variables is of significant importance for the evaluation of multi-center data from registers. Regular feedback to reporting institutions, patient information, public announcements and scientific publications as well as compliance with data protection regulations increase the transparency of the register. Otorhinolaryngology has few points of contact with registries. An exception is the integration into the cancer registry and the newborn hearing screening registry, which is currently under construction. The great variety of measurable outcome parameters in otorhinolaryngology, such as in otology, phoniatrics, rhinology, allergology, etc., forms the basis for various potential registers. Clinical questions, prevention measures, quality assurance, health care research and recommendations for health policy would be scientifically sound and evidence-based.